LAKEPORT FIRE
PROTECTION DISTRICT

NEWS ANNOUNCEMENT

For immediate release
-Technical Rescue Operation-

LAKEPORT, CA. December 14, 2009 - On Monday December 14th at 11:47 AM, the
Lakeport Fire Protection District responded to a reported diabetic emergency on the roof
of Sutter Lakeside Hospital’s Administration Building. Willie Sepeta, Paramedic with the
Lake County Fire Protection District made initial patient contact, as he was already
inside the building when the emergency occurred. The patient had been servicing the
buildings HVAC units when he experienced a full body seizure. Sepeta found the
patient unresponsive but breathing, and began assessing the patient before transferring
care to ambulance staff.

Advanced Life Support (ALS) interventions were begun the event he experienced
additional seizures, and extrication options were discussed between paramedics and
the Incident Commander. Access to the patient was only possible via a scuttle hatch,
and with roof being nearly 50’ above the street the decision was made to utilize Truck
5011’'s 75’ aerial ladder to safely lower the patient to the ground.

Under the direction of Fire Captain Bob Holbrook, the patient was secured to a stokes
basket after spinal immobilization. Using a series of ropes and specialized lowering
hardware, the patient was brought to the ground by sliding the basket along the rails of
the ladder with the attending paramedic. The patient had no additional seizures during
the rescue operation and had regained full consciousness during the short transport to
Sutter Lakeside ER. The incident was terminated at 12:47 PM.

Lakeport Fire Protection District responded one ALS ambulance, one ALS engine
company, and one truck company. No injuries to emergency responders were reported
and patient status is unavailable at the time of this release.
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Contact Information

Brian Hajik, Firefighter/Paramedic
Office: (707) 263-4396

Fax: (707) 262-1283

Email: bhajik@Ilakeportfire.com

All Lakeport Fire Protection District Public Service Announcements are available online at
www.lakeportfire.com
445 North Main St, Lakeport, CA 95453










